
8 May 2018

Iran: Environmental rights defender, Sam Rajabi, remains in incommunicado
detention 

As of 8 May 2018, Sam Rajabi remains in incommunicado detention in Evin Prison in 
Tehran. He was arrested at his home in Tehran on 25 January 2018 and has been held in 
incommunicado detention since 26 January.

Sam Rajabi is an environmental rights defender and member of the Persian Wildlife 
Heritage Foundation (PWHF), a non-profit environmental organization, which had been 
managed by Kavous Seyed-Emami, the Iranian sociologist who died three months ago 
under suspicious circumstances while in custody. PWHF carried out ecological fieldwork, 
promoted local community involvement in conservation, and raised environmental 
awareness. Sam Rajabi also worked as an interpreter for other international environmental
organizations. 

On the evening of 25 January 2018, Sam Rajabi’s house was raided by security forces 
and he was illegally detained. It remains unclear why security forces confiscated a 
personal computer, documents, and books belonging to his deceased father, who was a 
well-known scholar of Iranian studies. Six other members of PWHF were illegally arrested 
on the same day.

On 26 March 2018, his mother, Lili Houshmand Afshar, was allowed her only visit to date 
with her son since his detention. Sam Rajabi is being denied legal counsel and has been  
unlawfully kept in solitary confinement since his mother’s last visit. 

Lili Houshmand Afshar had been told by prison authorities that she would be allowed to 
visit her son on 14 April 2018, but she was denied the visit on arrival at the prison. 

Over the past few months, Iranian authorities have intensified the unlawful detention of 
environmentalists and human rights defenders in Iran, including Niloufar Bayani, Sepideh 
Kashani, Taher Ghadirian, Houman Jowkar, and Amir-Hossein Khaleghi, with vague 
allegations of espionage. 

Front Line Defenders is deeply concerned about the welfare of Sam Rajabi and believes 
he has been targeted solely as a result of his legitimate activities in defence of 
environmental rights.

Front Line Defenders urges the authorities in Iran to: 

1. Immediately and unconditionally release Sam Rajabi, who Front Line Defenders 
believes is being held solely as a result of his legitimate and peaceful work in the defence 
of human rights;

2. Ensure that the treatment of Sam Rajabi, while in detention, adheres to the conditions 

https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/profile/sam-rajabi
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/profile/kavous-seyed-emami


set out in the ‘Body of Principles for the Protection of All Persons under Any Form of 
Detention or Imprisonment', adopted by UN General Assembly resolution 43/173 of 9 
December 1988;

3. Allow Sam Rajabi immediate and unfettered access to his families and legal counsel;

4. Return the documents confiscated during the raid, as they are not linked to any criminal 
activity;

5. Guarantee in all circumstances that all human rights defenders in Iran are able to carry 
out their legitimate human rights activities without fear of reprisals and free of all 
restrictions, including deprivation of liberty and judicial harassment.


